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Book Sense Award 
 

http://www.bookweb.org/btw/awards 

This award was formerly known as the ABBY 
Award but changed to the Book Sense award in 
2000.  Independent booksellers vote for the titles 
they most enjoyed handselling to their customers 
during the previous year. 
 
2008 Winner:   A Thousand Splendid Suns 

  by Khaled Hosseini 

 
The Man Booker Prize 

 

http://www.themanbookerprize.com 
Booker McConnell, a multinational conglomerate 
company, finances this award.  It is given annually 
for the best full length novel by an author from the 
UK, a Commonwealth, or South Africa.  In 2002 it 
became known as the Man Booker Award. 
 

2009 Winner:   Alice Munro 

 
National Book Award 

 

http://www.nationalbook.org 
A consortium of book publishing groups gives this 
award annually for the best fiction in the United 
States.  This award was established in 1950. 
 
2008 Winner:   Shadow Country 

 by Peter Matthiessen 

 
National Book Critics Circle 

 

http://www.bookcritics.org 
A panel of critics and authors give this award 
annually in five different categories, fiction being 
one of them.  This award was established in 1974. 
 
2008 Winner:  2666 

 by Roberto Bolaño 
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Nobel Prize 
 

http://nobelprize.org 
A series of annual awards provided for by the will 
of Alfred Nobel, which recognizes outstanding 
contributions for the benefit of mankind in six 
areas.  For literature, the prize is for the author’s 
entire body of work. 
 

2008 Winner:  Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clézio 

 
 

PEN/Faulkner Award 
 

http://www.penfaulkner.org 
This award was founded in 1980 by writers to 
honor their peers and is now the largest juried 
award for fiction in the U.S.  It is named in honor of 
William Faulkner, who used his Nobel Prize funds 
to create an award for young writers. 
 
2009 Winner:   Netherland 

 by Joseph O’Neill 

 
 

Pulitzer Prize for Literature 
 

http://www.pulitzer.org 
Awarded annually since 1917 and named for 
newspaper publisher Joseph Pulitzer.  The Fiction 
Award is given annually for fiction in book form by 
an American author and preferably dealing with 
American life. 

 
2009 Winner:  Olive Kitteridge 

 by Elizabeth Strout 
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